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Tsuyoshi KIGAWA is a Professor at the Faculty of Tourism, Wakayama University. 
He was born in the Nishijin district of Kyoto, an area renowned for Japanese filmmaking. His 
grandfather worked as an art joiner in the film industry and collaborated with filmmakers such as 
Akira KUROSAWA and Kenji MIZOGUCHI. After graduating from the Kyoto Institute of 
Technology, he traveled to countries including Sri Lanka, China, and the United States as an 
architect, and later studied urban morphology at the Graduate School of University College 
London. Upon returning to Japan, in addition to his urban research, he explored how to distill 
narrative stories from local cities, and wrote scripts for Rakugo performances and short films. 
He has produced several short films as both producer and director. His latest work is Yokosuka 
1953, a documentary in which he traces the story of a woman of mixed heritage who was born 
in Japan shortly after the war, adopted, and sent to the United States. He is currently the 
Director of the Japan World’s Tourism Film Festival. 
 
 


